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there at all.   Then we knew that the shaman had been lying
when he told us that the birds had told him that they would
always bring him messages from the gods, which we would
have to obey.'
There are rich and poor in the tundra as wrell as anywhere
else in the world. Some men have herds up to 3000 rein-
deer, others only 25. Those with the many reindeer are
likely to get richer because they can allbrd to take the
sons of poor men into their services and augment their
herds, The poorer are likely to lose the few animals they
have as soon as one or two fall ill. Once they are reindeer-
less they and their families oiler their services to the rich,
receiving as payment their food and shelter in the colder
parts of the rich man's tent, and five or six reindeer a year.
This number is so small that it is hardly worth while trying
to breed more; also they have not the time to look after them
properly, having to devote all their energies towards watch-
ing their employers5 herd. They usually slaughter them,
therefore, and keep their frozen meat as a reserve from which
they augment the daily food wages.
The system adopted by the Russians is not simple or
dictated expropriation.   They try to persuade the poorer
people in the tribe to decide that the richer have to give a
number of reindeer for communal service-   A resolution is
taken in the tribal council that the rich man has to supply
all the reindeer needed to carry the fur of the trappers to
the trading centre and to carry back again the food for the
whole tribe.   If he refuses he can be taken to court, but
this has not happened so far.   Then a Comsomol girl or boy,
rpecially educated, is sent out to help the small reindeer
owners to organize themselves as a collective community.
Ten families are taken together.   In winter they pitch their
tents near each other.   Some women wash and watch all the
children.    Others  go  out  and  collect firewood for the
whole unit.   The men go out and put their traps collectively
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